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Op Cthie Laboy Day, 1938, millione of American workers jpin in common gelebration and
rededication. We honer the memory of these who plomecrzd in laber's carly struggle. We
celebralbe our pasc achlevemenits and we redadicate auraelwea Eo the never-ending task of
bringing to practical fulfillmenl min's ancleéent dream of &4 world vf peace, freedom, juptice
and huaman brotherhood.

We Llive st & time of great chenge and great challenge but of equally preat oppevtunity,
Haver hefare hag the future been =o pregnant with both the desbructive threal of war and che
bright promiee of pesce, for the same scientific and céchoical know-how chat providea us
with Lhe H-bognd apd the ballietic wmiszdlle also provides os with aulomal lon, peacerul uge
of the atom, and the new teacla cf economle aburdapce. Horking togethar with Chesce new
tools providiés us with an unprecedenced ocpporcunity to extend the frontiers of human
progress and fo ddyvance the cause of hunan betterment.

For centuries man has bean atruggling to divide op econpmic acar¢ity and Lhe communiats
have built their dogma and their propaganda wvpon this fact. American labor rejects the
conmualst congepts of the class stroggle, for we bellsve Chat Che new cools of economie
abundance offer free labor and free management the challenging oppertunlly Lo vooperate
within the framework of our free sogiety in creating and shering economic abundance. This
is In truth the first Cime that man has achieved the capacliy o concrol his physicael
eaviroanment and to satiafy hia baesic econcomic amd material needs. Thus we are at a place
io bumao hisLory where we can begln Eo devoce pere Clme and greaber vesources to facilitate
man'es growth as a social, cultoral and spiritusl being and bring to fulfillment man's
higher aspirallons.
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The criais in the worlid fe eageritial’ly a moral crisia, for it confronte manki@nd wikh =
chotce of using the weapons of war and destruction or the toole of peace end abundsnce. Oaly
a8 we fully wnderstand the hew dimenaions of war and peace and act ir the knowlesdze that
man 8 capacity of total sslf-destruction has made peacd an sbeolute condition of numar eupe-
vival van we hope te develop programs and policies adegunate fo tae challenge.

The degire for e world of peace, frescdom and juatice iz universal, but $he human fam<ly
facrd the Tuture with uncertainty, fowrful that nuclear glants way behawe like moral plgm’es
and that gulded missiles mey fall in the hards of misgnidad men. In this perind, ifmerica,

Be the stirongsst of the free netionz of the world, shares a tremendous responeibility for
world leadershim. To meef this responeibility, we need to raejeclt the cynicel and defentist
attitule that people and nations are capable of their highest achievements only when drdiven
oy the negative mobivetions of war and when spurred by comen Tesrs and cormon habreds.

The fres wor'd must provide the kind of boid and reallstic leadership that will tap

the great spiritual reservolr of the buman fanily and g=t people and netions working end
marchking Sogetber in the poésitive and rewsrding tosis of peace ingpired and motivated oy
their comman nopes and common aspirations. The American labor movement, 8z 8 part of the
free world labor movement, 1g engaged in this positive etruzgle. Throughous the Tree world
56 million orparized workers are Joined togethar in <he family of the Intormeticms] Jonfed-
eration of Free Trade Unicna. Theee 56 million workers ere in 3he front ranks of +the practi-
rel day-to-dsy strupgle Againet the Sorces of communlat tyranny and =]l other foraus of
totalitaprianism and systems of buman slavery. The fres world lanor movement is effe:tive
becauas it acte in The knowledge that the etrogple for peace and Treaedom is ineeparsbly tied
together with the sftrugeis Tor sconomic and social jusiice. Wherever (ree labor ig atrong,
the forces of communiem and tyranny sre weax. Froe labor has understood that the propagends
. of tae democratic desd iz the only effective ansver to communist propegends, to cotmunist

penetration and svbversion. Communise offers the promise of cconomic aecurity at the price
of politicel =nd epiritual shslavemsrl. Free lebeor belleves that we cen have botk bread and
Treedom, end that within our sysitea of [resdos we can wchiewve econcmlc hetbermernt, individual

erowvh ard mericem hamsn ful®ESllment .

We cannot, hosever, fuccefalully eect the challengs 1in the world waless we Tiret mest
the challenge at home. The Americsn economy is Crecdom’ s greses:t materisl zseet, and 1F
fully mobilized, ies oqual to meetirg oor needs at home and our sroader respomeibiliticees in
the world. Tt Zg & 54l and tragic fart that we are loeing the battle io Lhe world for the
nearts Ard minds of the millions of uncosmittsd peopla. We are loging not hecause the
comrunist iz superior. The Ltragsdy is that we ore losing bareuse we are not trying. A4t &
time waen the Americen economy sheuld be fully mobllized on the basis of Tull ecploymens and
Tull production creating the wsalth needed So raise cur living standards, to build oore
gurong Ly our military delense ard to contribute to the positive etrugzle agalnet Comsminisc
on the economic and ecciel fronte, the Smerilcan economy unfortunstely <= lieping along in low
gear with more tnan 5% oillicn workers unemployed snd with a gigesble proporticn of cur

profuctive ¢rpaclity gtanding Idl=.

At 4 time when the Soviet Tnion 1s making every el'fort to lncrease its atesl production,
steal producilon in the United States dropped to 43 per cemt of capacity. The fmerican aoto-
monlle industry hAas beer operatiog ab approrimately 4O per cens of capacity &nd during bhe
Tiret half of 1950 the faerican econory cperabed at approximately $50 billicn helow it
potential gutput 1f our ecovomy nad achlieved marimuwo Zrowtbh snd maximam gtilizaticn. This
$50C 0illicr logs i aroes nsticnsl producs hase denfed the Americarn perople higher living star-
dards. More zerionsly, however, this 350 million loss in production and a continuation of
thiz loss moy represent our margin of suvivel in the world contest betwsen Liae forces of

Iresdom atd the forcesd of comsumist tyTenny.
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While we moes be strong on the militery front to meed the chslleage of coommunist
aggregeion, we oeed 1o keep In mind the fact thet <he struggle in the world is for the
hearts and minds of men an thes thia sSrugele will be won an the economic and soclal
frorte, oot on the batlls froontd. This accounts lor bhe incrsesing emphasis which the
dowies Tnion 18 placine on ite progrses of economic peost=ation acd politiecal subversion.
In thia struggle far the hearts =nd minds of men, fmeriza will be judpged not by ite 2co-
nemic wealth or 1ies produrtive pofential. We will be Judged by the sense of eocie] and
moral respondibility by which we gommit cur makerial regources and our productive potential
%o hagls bhumen needs and praciical buman fulfilloent. Talis £33 the practical everyday task
to which the Anmsrican lebor mowvement is aodicated. Thie fe the task of equating sconomic
resmureces with aocial morality, of wmatohing sclientific, technical end producticn kngw=-how
With compsreble hnman, pacigl and morzl know=why., This i the Job of Sranelating teckni-
cal progress into huran progoess, human happinees dnd humen dignity. dmerica 19 equoal to
this practical task and we can demonstrate beyond question the sopericrity of our aveten
of freedom cyer trhe ayptem of communist tyranny.

We have medse grest progress in Americse, but humen progress 18 8 relative, a0t an
ebealuete, valiue, We muat meagure our progrese by the potential of the $oales with which
wa muft work. Memsured by this gigndspd, we have not mads the progress that the tools of
sconomic avundence make possible, snd there remeina much unfiniehed work oo the agenda of

rmerican demosracy.

Az 8 matieon, we meed to work ous g list of national priorities. We need to sharpen
oar maicn and we need ko recedicate curselwvez ta the oagic humen snd democrstis alues
that we balieve 2o, and we paed to put first thinge First. We need to overcoms she serious
deficit In eduzation, which is denying millions of asar chiZdren. thoir rightful opportunity
o maxinum growhk. The Amerlcan labor movement can be proud that it wae ances Lhose who
Floneered For free miblic sducaticn. American labor ehares The bellel that every child
mads in the image of God iz entitled to sn educatiomal opporiunity that will facdlisate
the masimum iotellectual, culiure” end spiritual prowth. We oeed to wipe out cur zlume
pud beild decent, wholssome nelghborhocdsz. We pesd o provide oere sdeqrate medice] cape
gvallable 1o all groups. We need to lrprove eoclal securliy eo that ouwr pped cliizens can
live gut their liwvesz with a fuller mzasure of sscurity and dignity. We nesd o provlds all
‘af our citizmos, withoul repurd Lo race, aresc or color, coual opportunity in every Thass
of our natloral life. We need wo deielop more fally our paboral rescources e0 that conbinuved
neglect will not pos iv jeopardy she welfare of ffature generations.

I'o the m2n o 11LLle falth acd LIkle vieloo who would -ell America short by cuestion-
iog our capclity So do tases tholneges, Aperlzen labor repliec: Let us Jut Americo back to
work. Let fthe fdle hands be put 4o work on idle machipes. Let uwz reglipe the ©lillilons ang
billicos of potentiel producticr which are poivg 40 waate. I we will oodilize the dmerd -
can aconcty on s Tull emplovment-fall productics tasic, we can do all of theses tbiags at
home and, a4t the same time, nore adecusbely meet Gar resacnelbilltles 1in the world.

The Amcricen sconomy 1z (0 trouble becauvas.we bave oot loaraed o oanege economlc
sbundance ¥ Lesroing S0 sbare it. We are in broubls oot because we Lack the productive
Koow=a0w oFf the reeources to sreate sionomle abundance. Wa are 10 trouble becausze we have
not developed 5 comparable digfribustion Encu-how 0 match our prodiuctive koow-pow.  Cur
taek 15 Lo cooparsbe io oreetiog and sharipg abupdaces oo o Yosls that will achieve =
dyrwaic expanding balavce betwaen Lhe Tastors of grester produchion and gresior purchaeing
power . This reguilres working oub a oroper baloonce between coppeting equitiszs of workers,
farmers, stockholders and caongimers.
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Gollectlve bargsdnlag Ls an sssanticl denoergtic fool 1o schileving this balance.
American lsbor 1 commltisd to the acund proposltlon 4hat bigher wagw=s, better worling
conditlore and shorter bours muet be pesed upen the greater prodoctivity of our developlag
techotlopy withln ths fremework of an expooding economy opsrating st muwdewm potsntial.
Hoth fres Labor sod {2ew asgsapeoent emat olearly recognizs that they have pore in common
than Lhey bave in condlict and that nelther cap make lepting progreos sceepblng ax thay
baotk qooperate ln making progrres with the wheles commooity and *he whole neticn. Tnfor-
tunately, oo of%en Dig businesds groups bave relested Igpboer's efforta to shers more fully
tn the froits of oor devsioping technology apd indvetry has refuped to explore new
epproaciaer advances by 1Ebor ln an efori to Find a more rational mesne of working ot the
sompating aquities belwesr workeras, atockhclisra and comeilmers.

A practical sage in poirt are the megotiamticons betwespn the thres major anboiotive
corpaoTaiiong and wne TAW. The UAW kas stated repretediy that we do pob yant anry wags
inpcresse that will resuwit In bigher Trlces and Lhat we ave prepa-sd 1o arbitrate this
mattar. Daring the 23 weeks of fraitless nsgotistieps, the automotlve industry has rejectad
this and other coastructlive proposals adivanced by the Inion becapae the corperations wers
nowilling to test thelr pesitlom hefors a court of impartioa’ jodguensts. They prafar, )
insiesd, to continue to carTy on the big Dusiness propagabds campaign of 4ryipg to place
the responsibllity for faflaticon and nigher prices apond the shouldera of dmericn™s wopgo
EEXTIELT «

Tt i@ jmportant thet the peopie of Amsrica kaoe she truth se that they can differ-
antiske botwesn fact and fictiom. Yhe prosident of ooe pf the largest corporations In +he
aatomotlve Indupbry revired as of tals morhing. EBefore nisg rebtireuwent he had ocriticized
the deoapds af the VAW and of the workers in mle corporacion a8 belng exiravapant snd
anreiscnable. Hers are u ey of ths fmote. Thie retiring presidest recefved In atcoss of
$i-1/0 mlilion 1n salery and bomases during the past five jesre. This iz mere than 135
times woat the average Ceneral HEotore worker reselved duoring this same five-yesr paricd.

Tie mogabera of the VAW do act begradge this retiving pragidest one red cent. We
balfeve corporatdon sxecntives should.pe adeogestsly compsasated but we do zhalienge bis
positicn of ascueing the workers of Gelbg unressonable. This sene rebiring corpametion
; :Eusid.:ni': will récievs, vpon retiremsnt, = pensiom in gxceps Of $5‘,50D A montn fop ks
balance of his 1ife mnd yel he charges the wvorkers with belng exhravegant vhen they are
trying to ralse thelr monthly pension peneflis shove the prreasnt level, of sapprocimately
6. He accugss them of belng uworessonable mpd responsible for iofistion when they peskg
te dmpreve thely supplementsry anempicyesent Lapnefits. Wohen they ssek protscilon agalnet
wgs of thelr jobe when plantes hecome obsolets or when they Loy 4o gek a wege formels
that more aconrataiy reflsasts the increses in productivity wede posalble by aut:m&ti-ﬁq_’:._

anty workers gnd inedlr famllies fege presgslng and compeillng problems which moesd
cemgidecation and sulutiom now. The corporatinns propose o gweap these serious humen
Prehisgs uader bne rag.  This, the worksrs and their unicn are umyilling o G0 and we
1aeiet that seund and sensible solutiong ba found now thrmagn gooed Faithk cellmotive
bargaiping . '

dpougirial steblliity In & todalltsrlen gociety 18 posclblie In the abseoce of Justice
tut in & frae zoclety, sound lakor menagement relstiocns muet be baped upon elemantary,
peonomle and social Justice, . .

Higher prices and the continuing increszss.in the ceost of living are ast the result
off workars getting fog large a share of the cation's scoaomds ple. They are Lhe result
af drrerponsiblo and selfich pricing policies of g few glant corporstione ywho sxercige
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monopoly control of vital sestors of the Amerlcan sconomy and are abls w0 get Aalde the
snonomie Iswe of supply and demssd. The steel isdastry, while opsreting well below 50%

of ite sgpaciby, continues Lo Talse the price of cieel. fGlooce the war, the stesl induatry
bee rainsd its prices 29 Lﬁma;"m for =ach do0llay of digher yapes paid ite workers, they
nave ralzed the prics ;:-* wimgl o9 the average of $3. This despite the faot thet 1a 1957
profit Py ton af shesl was mora than five times s= great se iz 193%, Ths three glantz

tn the aubomobive indessry have, gince the wvar, estebllahsd thelr prices not o yield
s fair vetuwyn on investsent elseas. Prices have beesn pet unressonably high In oerder to
¥ield hoth 2 falyr retern eod av 1:.]:1-3- gaas tims a gajor portion of the more than 8 Biilicn

doliar expedaaion program st the axpsnge of the Amardican consumsr.

Thenz sre the scocomic fwels snd free labor and fres manegstent have a jeint
rafpmosilbility to ait at the bargainiag table and to bargeio in good feith in an effors
to mirlve 8y denfsione bDased upon seconomic facts and not Sconomae power. Oniy thas can
eglincilire bargining ke ralesd above a 31.1.-..15511- bu-*me;'ﬂ. crmpeting scomonic prespyra
groups,- and only ihus can collactive bargailning make iip comptructive combribubion to the
wall-baing of ths whole of o gocilety.

T thie hour of 2eopomle trouble st home apd chellenge in the warld, we sannet
gontings to dxdft ln the hops that time will curs the problems of recesslon, unewplioyment
end lofleticr. Comsen ssnae has taught us that sccpomis problems wlll respond coly to
imbelligent sconcole action. We ahould call apoon the Prealdent of the United Btates to
- rmeognize thla gisple truih and to urge hlm to conmvene at the eerlissy posaible date a
‘natioral econfersnes of repreentetives of governmept, mansgement, labor and cther sconemic
aroups fop the purpose of digousging effectiva and raclieglo progrems wnd policies and
Ereae oI Jf}'.En* corparetion do gat Awerice hack to work, to put a stop to comtimming
irfinticn sod ipevesess ik the cost of living, and o insurs the achievement of 5 dynamio
exparding, full-employmest full-production eedoomy. Tres labor and fras marsgsweant wope
enlied topsther by free governmeogt to meet the challmage of war., Ths challenga of peacs
ig o less imperative. We achileved full amoloymant and Tull production and tolal economle
morillzetion making the wespons of var and destruciion.. We meat demcostirate ﬁnm:majul'q x
epurrge and good sarnea in bringing te fulfillment the bright promliee of pemce.

Ca tals Lebor Tmy, 1958, there is  great need for those of ws ln the Amerlecarn lebor
movemant £o reaffivs our #aith In the ideals of buman service and imman brotherhood.
Tplortumntaly, these lisals of the sarly fovndere of the Amerioan lebor movemept have beean
forgottan and lgnored by m fev mla-leadere of labor whe bBave bebtrayed their sacred irusts.
Les us resplyve that during the comixy year we shall bnlld pore sizoogly the bopd of
Friepdakhlp and golidarity between the decent elsoente of tae Amerlcosn labsr movessni go 38
te mers effectively deel with Thoae who would use thelr poditions of responsibility
For selfleh apd lumoral pUrpooes.

The Leaderehip of the AFL.CIO, rsflesting the sentimente of the milllons nf . TRk
and file members, 18 determimed not to0 compromise with the forzes of either crims, coprup-
tion or copopmnles. We regret thal &ffort to enecd corrsctive leglisiation, =8 ambodled
in the Heapedy-Ivmg Bill, was dafected by an unholy &lilance of hlg buelness; as represented
by the Naticesl ﬂam:-ciatirm of Menafacturers, reactiopary, anti-labor politicians and m few
sorvitpt labor leadsrs. It is both tragic and Mypeordtical that certain cbvionaly antl-
lakor politicians, yho bave loadly cowndsmnsd lsbor, Joiuned forces with corrapt labor
lenders to defest corractive labor legisletion. Buch mollilcians, with the travsperent
gt -lebor bles, appesr to be more ilnteregzted In politically expleiiing the problem of
soeraptlon badn in correcting it. .
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Decpite thi= disappolntment, the fmerican lobor movement willl continue to =arry on
the task of cleaning from itz renks those who bave vioclated the high sthical and mors]
etandarde whizh muet be the standorde of conduet in any crgenization devoied Lo bumar
garvice.

On the cocasion of Lebor Day, 1558, we greet our fallow Americans in other walke
ol life and we extend to them the hand of rlesndsbklp and pledse Lo work with men and women
of gacdwlll everywhera in the tesk of melking peace, freedom and justice secure in our
wourldi by meldng £hem unlversal..
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